Faith Lutheran Church
6142 State Rt. 31
Cicero, NY 13039

Sisters and Brothers of Faith Church,
The Bishop is coming . . . the Bishop is coming. I feel like Paul Revere riding through the
countryside around Boston in 1775 announcing the news. Of course, that is silly. A visit from Bishop
Miller leads to nothing like the events of Lexington and Concord. A visit from an ELCA bishop
should be more about building a relationship with a partner in Jesus’ work than being judged by an
all-powerful leader of church hierarchy. Nevertheless, January 8, 2023 is the day Bishop Lee M.
Miller II will join Faith Lutheran Church for worship. Mark your calendar accordingly.
This is an important day for all of us at Faith Church, but do not get carried away. Our bishops are
important to the way we do ministry. They are also colleagues for doing Christ’s ministry. That was
the important lesson I learned during my entry into the Upstate New York Synod. I was used to
bishops in the Methodist church who could (and often did) move pastors to places they did not want
to go when they were not ready to move to a new church. No Methodist pastor I knew dared sit down
at a table with the BISHOP to share a meal unless invited. That is not the case among Lutherans.
Bishop Marie Jerge casually invited me to join her and other pastors at breakfast during my first
retreat with the synod pastors. Her logic was simple: there were two empty seats at the table and I
needed a place to sit down. (For the record, she drank her coffee the same way everyone else does.) I
found the same hospitality and collegiality with Bishop Macholz. I started meeting frequently with
Bishop Miller when I became the dean for Central Crossroads Conference. Much of the work the
bishop and deans do is “institutional,” yet we always need to return to how we will strengthen
Christ’s people to proclaim the Word in Upstate New York.
We have work to do getting ready for Bishop Miller’s visit. January 8 would normally be a Food
Pantry day. I think having the bishop see how this church reaches out to the Cicero community is a
good thing. I bet there are lots more folks who want to offer the Bishop a meal after worship rather
than subject him to the hustle and bustle of filling and sending grocery carts out to the parking lot.
There are other preparations to consider, too. Bishop Miller needs to know if we want him to preach
and preside at Holy Communion. Then there are the things I have not even thought about. This I
know: the Bishop is coming. And I am glad to share in Jesus’ work with him and with you.
In Christ’s peace and ministry,

Pastor Allan
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Additional notes from Pastor Allan

A Different Security Problem
Several members of Faith Lutheran Church received a curious text message on their cell
phones on August 7. Someone claiming to be Pastor Allan asked them to send Apple gift cards for
him to hand out to people having medical emergencies. No one fell for the scam. That is the good
news. Jeanne Bronner went to the effort of asking which of our neighbor churches experienced a
similar scam. She developed a hypothesis on how the cell phone numbers became vulnerable, and
figured out a way to stop future exposure.
Two things everyone in Faith Church needs to know:
1. We are removing our leaders’ cell numbers and email addresses from the newsletter we post
on the webpage. We will gladly provide a phone and email directory to members who need
and want that information. We just won’t post it on the internet.
2. Pastor Allan will not ask for gift cards–even for a good purpose–without talking with the
Mutual Ministry Committee for advice and the Council for approval. Any time the pastor says
“be discreet,” trust it refers to personal or medical information that should not be shared
beyond those who need to know.

Thoughts on Success
We must make sure that we do not decide that we shall succeed. If we decide to succeed then we may
succeed without succeeding in God’s way. But if we go on from day to day seeking to do God’s will,
then we shall be prepared to receive success from him if he wills it; and if he does not, then humbly
to say—It is God’s decision that David shall not build the temple, but he will raise up Solomon. —W.
A. Visser ’t Hooft, quoted in Daniel T. Niles, That They May Have Life (London: Lutterworth, 1952), 38.
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Cultivating a G.R.A.C.E Mindset
Upstate New York Synod

Generous love
Restorative justice
Adaptive leadership
Collaboration
Experimentation

Upstate Update - August 3, 2022
NOTE: The Upstate Update will be sent on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month
until the end of the summer. After that we will be going to once per month.
STATEMENT FROM GENDER JUSTICE REGARDING ROE V. WADE OVERTURNING

AUGUST MISSION MESSAGE
Freedom/Justice
In July the United States celebrates its freedom, its independence from what was in the 1700’s
oppressive rule. But a quick look around the world reveals that many countries and peoples
are not free. And not just politically. People are imprisoned by disease, hunger, violence,
poverty. Women suffer from injustice. Palestinians lose their homes because of territorial
disputes.
If our faith tells us to love, then justice is love applied to many neighbors. It means more than
acting out of a sense of charity, or making a donation or volunteering our time.
"Doing justice" means addressing inequities in political, economic and social systems. It works
to restore relations among people to the way God intended them to be. It means challenging
ourselves to step outside our comfort zones.
Through programs, ministries, and in our daily lives, ELCA members are dedicated to
understanding God’s work for justice in the world. We advocate dignity and justice for all
people and stand with people in poverty and who are powerless. We lift our voice from an ethic
of discipleship and willingness to speak for others as a matter of faith. We participate in
activities that relieve misery and result in peace and reconciliation in local communities and
among nations. Read more at the ELCA website, click on “Our Work” then “Publicly engaged
church.”
We are church together for the sake of the world. God’s Work. Our Hands.
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CAN WE ANSWER THE QUESTION ‘WHY’?
August 5, 2022

PRESIDING BISHOP EATON

Once for continuing education I signed up for an introduction to philosophy course at the
community college. I was a music education major in college and never had any philosophy
courses. Since philosophy and theology are so closely related, I thought it was about time
that I became better acquainted with the Western philosophical tradition. So off I went to
learn how the great philosophers have addressed the questions of human existence.
It was an interesting experience. As we marched through the centuries of Western
philosophy, it seemed that the philosophers changed the approach to addressing the “big
questions”—meaning, transcendence, suffering, the role of the will. The whole process was
led by a professor who described himself as a lapsed Mormon who, I believe, never quite
made it out of the protest milieu of the 1960s.
This convergence of a professor working through the rejection of his tradition and the
philosophical systems that paid more attention to “how” versus “why” was uncomfortable. I
didn’t buy into determinism, especially when one student used it to explain a rather
unfortunate choice that involved drinking and driving (no one was injured). What was a
Lutheran girl to do?
My chance came when the professor assigned a paper to be written about our
understanding of any of the philosophies covered in class. I dove in. This was an extra
credit assignment designed to give a second chance to those who were in some danger of
not passing the course. As I was not in that category, I immediately became one of “those
students” (I’m sure my classmates used earthier language).

If we can’t answer this question clearly and with conviction, I don’t
see a lot of change for us.
I titled my paper “How or Why: Newtonian Mechanics vs. A Quantum Metaphysics.” Pretty
much over the top, but I was on a mission. I wanted to make the point to my professor that
there is more in life than the “how” of things, that there is meaning and transcendence even
if we can’t by reason or human understanding perceive it. I wanted to give witness to my
conviction that there is more going on than a life of just mechanics and technique on the
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Message from the Presiding Bishop cont.

way to some deterministic conclusion. And I wanted to point to the truth I had experienced—
that there is a loving and relational being who cares about us and about the creation.
Needless to say the professor was mystified by the amount of effort I put into the project,
and he did take five points off because I used a contraction. But the point then, as it is now,
is that we as a culture and a church have become proficient at talking about the “how” of
things. For the church this means “how” has become the question that determines where we
focus, how we live, where we allocate resources. We have developed programs—beautiful
programs—on how to do Christian education, worship, stewardship, advocacy, justice,
evangelism, global ministry and youth ministry. Don’t neglect any of these.
But can we, as a church, answer the question why?
As we engage in conversation about the future direction and priorities of this church this
year, this is the question we must answer. If we can’t answer this question clearly and with
conviction, I don’t see a lot of change for us.
In the Small Catechism, Martin Luther gives us some direction: “I believe that Jesus Christ,
true God, begotten of the Father in eternity, and also true human being, born of the Virgin
Mary, is my Lord. He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned human being. He has
purchased and freed me from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil, not with
gold or silver but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death. He
has done all this in order that I may belong to him, live under him in his kingdom, and serve
him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he has risen from the
dead and lives and rules eternally.”
This is most certainly true.
This column is a reprint from April 2016.
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Lutheran Campus Ministry Syracuse
Annual Fall Banquet
featuring the Rev. Rick Bair
former LCM Chaplain,
and honoring
Ms. Deborah Rafte,
Distinguished Disciple 2022
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Verona
Sunday, November 6, from 5pm to 8pm
(wine bar before at 4:45 pm)
Sheraton Syracuse University Hotel
801 University Avenue, Syracuse 13210
(free parking in the hotel garage)

Choice of sirloin steak, herb seared salmon
or roasted vegetable napoleon
Tickets available at church after Labor Day
Supporter $80, Patron $125
Sponsor a student to attend $80
Benefactor of table of 8.
More information will be arriving to the church just before or shortly after Labor Day.
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Those Who Serve – September
Tidbits & Dates
ALTAR GUILD
Jeanne Bronner, Linda Keller
USHERS

TELLERS:
Week 1
Linda Keller, Rose McCarthy
Week 2
Volunteers needed
Week 3
Ralph and Cassie Richmond
Week 4
Barb Stevenson Maria Scheuer

FOLLOW FAITH! Follow us on Social Media:

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS FOR July
09/04
Service of Holy Communion
Worship Assistant
Bill Stevenson
Reader
Rose McCarthy
Cantor
Barb Snyder
Greeter
Kathy Newcomb
09/11
Service of the Word
Worship Assistant
Lorrie Monthie
Reader
Barb Snyder
Cantor
Rose McCarthy
Greeter
Bill Azzoto
09/18
Service of Holy Communion
Worship Assistant
Arnold Hansen
Reader
Cassie Richmond
Cantor
Cassie and Ralph Richmond
Greeter
Laurie Hoover
09/25
Service of the Word
Worship Assistant
Bill Stevenson
Reader
Lorrie Monthie
Cantor
Lauri Hoover
Greeter
Lorrie Monthie

Facebook: @FaithLutheranChurchCiceroNY
Twitter: @FLC_Cicero
Instagram: flc_cicero
Website: faithlutherancny.org
If you’re interested in volunteering as a worship
assistant, reader, cantor, or greeter please let the office
know via phone or e-mail. If you’re scheduled and won’t
be able to make it, please let the office know as soon as
you’re able so other arrangements can be made.

Financial Report for
August2022
07/31/2022
2022 YTD
Income:
$10,329.10 $64,584.09
Expense:
$ 8,076.23 $65,789.70
Totals:
$2,252.87 ($ 1,205.61)
A copy of the monthly financial report to the Church
Council is available in the Church office.
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News and Notes

We are looking for additional choir members to join us. We practice every Tuesday from 6:30 - 7:30
pm. We can use all voices- soprano, alto, tenor and bass. If you can sing, we can work with you to
learn the music. We will be beginning Christmas music very soon. Please consider lending your
voice as another way to praise God! Join us!
Altar Guild Note- Fall is here!! It's time for Altar Guild to get together and look at our work for the
next 6 months. We will meet on Sunday, September 18th in the Oak Room after the service.
Discussion of the schedule for October through February and passing the sign up sheet for 2023!! will
be on the agenda. We welcome anyone interested in altar care to join us.

FLOWER CHART: The Altar Guild has placed this year's Flower Chart on the bulletin board
in the narthex. We all love having live flowers on the altar for Sunday morning
worship. Please consider providing flowers for a memorial or special occasion. Sign up on
the chart, then bring the flowers to church on Sunday morning or call Linda Keller or Diane
Monthie for information or to make special arrangements. Also, you can request live flowers
by placing a donation in an envelope with your name and information in the collection plate
at least 2 weeks before your selected date. And, of course, we will be most grateful for any
donation to the general flower fund.

Food Pantry distribution for September will be on Sunday the September 11th from 11:301:00 and on Monday the September 19th from 4:30-5:30.

Please call or email the office when you or someone else you know needs a prayer
Please call or email the office when you or a member of your family is sick or in the hospital
Please call or email the office if your telephone # or email address has or is changed
The Church number is 315-699-5224 – email address is flchurch31@gmail.com
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Help feed the Hungry – Faith Lutheran Church is participating in the Thrivent challenge of
collecting 500 items for a donation from Thrivent of $500.00 for the Food Pantry. Collection of items
is starting now and will continue through October 31st. Please help by bringing in non-perishable
items and placing them on the table in the Narthex. Thank you.
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News and Notes continued:

Happing’s at Faith - Summer of 2022
Vegetable Garden being tended to

Flowers from in front of the Church

Sending Sarah Bratt off to her new job in Arizona

Gathering for Sunday Morning Service on a hot July morning
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More pictures of Happing’s around Faith this summer
Getting ready for winter – painting doors and
Lines on the steps
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Alex Bronner

09/05

Kara Hoover

09/09

Perry Hoover

09/12

Tim Carter

09/23

Chuck Bronner

09/29

Jamielyn Kelly

09/30

Faith Lutheran Church Council Directory
2022-2023
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CHURCH PHONE:

315-699-5224
315-698-0394 (fax)
Rose McCarthy

Church Secretary:
OFFICERS:
President
Vice President
Council Secretary
Treasurer

flchurch31@gmail.com

Patty Carter
Bill Stevenson
Barb Snyder
Kathy Newcomb

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL VOTING MEMBERS:
Pastor
Allan Ferguson
Financial Secretary Barb Stevenson
Christian Education Kelly Forsyth
Mutual Ministry, Co-Chair Lorrie Monthie
Mutual Ministry, Co-Chair Cassie Richmond
Mutual Ministry, Co-Chair Chuck Bronner
John Snyder
Property Committee, Co-Chair Arnold Hansen
Property Committee, Co-Chair Gary Winther
Property Committee, Co-Chair

Congregational Life Rose McCarthy
Community Outreach/Evangelism
Jeanne Bronner
STEWARDSHIP, COUNCIL NON-VOTING POSITIONS:
Superintendent of Sunday School
Co-Chair
Diane Monthie
Co-Chair
Lorrie Monthie
Bookkeeper
Maria Scheuer
If you need to reach any of the Council members, please contact
the church office for the person’s contact information
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September 2022 Calendar of Events
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesda
y

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

Bunko

4

5
Labor Day
Observance
-Office
Closed

Service of Holy
Communion 10am

11
Service of the
Word – 10am –
Choir will be signing
Food Pantry 11:301:00

18
Service of Holy
Communion 10am
Altar Guild Mtg
after service
25
Service of the
Word – 10 am

6

12

13

8

AA Groups- 12-3pm

9

10
AA Groups- 12-3pm

6

17
AA Groups- 12-3pm

24
AA Groups- 12-3pm

Office
hours 9-12

14
Office
hours 9-12

Choir
Practice
6:30

Council
Meeting
7pm

7
Office
hours 9-12

Choir
Practice
6:30

5

3

Office
hours 9-12

Office hours
9-12

19
Office hours
9-12
Food Pantry
4:30-5:30

26
Office
hours 9-12

20

21
22
Office
Office
hours 9-12 hours 9-12

23

27

28
29
Office
Office
hours 9-12 hours 9-12

30

Choir
Practice
6:30
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